
PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Nell McKeown 
EMAIL: nelson.mckeown@gmail.com 

PHONE: (703) 350-5867 
 
New staged reading SPIRIT TO RESIST joins Shakespeare with activism 
 
Austin, TX, February 17, 2017—Rigged elections, corrupt politicians, mass riots, and distrust of 
refugees: sound like a Shakespeare play, or like today’s political climate? A pair of Austin theater 
practitioners see both, and have created a new staged reading to raise funds and awareness based 
on the parallels between Shakespeare’s plays and modern political turbulence.  
 
The staged reading, entitled Spirit to Resist, brings together Shakespearean scenes that touch on 
topics such as political persecution, sexual assault by the powerful, and compassion for minority 
groups. It juxtaposes Shakespeare’s language with the language of modern political figures to 
compare the similarities both in vitriolic insults and in defiant, female-led resistance. The one-
hour staged reading will take place on March 3 and 4 at 9pm at the Butterfly Bar’s outdoor stage. 
Tickets will be entirely donation-based, and all proceeds will go to the ACLU, Planned 
Parenthood, Southern Poverty Law Center, Refugee Services of Texas, and JOLT. 
 
Spirit to Resist is the third production from Untamed Shakespeare, a female-driven company 
founded by Stephanie Donowho and Nell McKeown, the co-creators of this script and co-
directors of this production. Last year, their production Witchcraft in Their Lips explored the role 
of women in Shakespeare’s history plays, and the company received a Special Certificate for 
Adaptation Dramaturgy and was nominated for four B. Iden Payne awards, including Best 
Production of a Drama. 
 
“For the past few months, we’ve hardly gone a day without noticing some Shakespearean parallel 
in the news, and we’ve been shocked at how little has changed in 400 years. The day after the 
election, feeling helpless and overwhelmed, we started putting these scenes together,” says 
McKeown. “We’re supplying our expenses out of pocket and our cast members are working for 
free to bring it to life—it’s a labor of love from everyone.” “Shakespeare really does hold a 
mirror up to our culture, even after all this time,” adds Donowho. “There are troubling elements 
in his works, and there is also a tremendous display of human values like compassion and 
resilience. We hope this production will be both a cathartic celebration of those values and a call 
to arms for those of us who are dismayed by recent events.” 
 
The all-female cast features Rachel Abbott, Sarah Danko, Kendall DeBoer, Leanna Holmquist, 
Renae Jackson, Georgia McLeland, Becca Musser, Lily Pipkin, and Ehigbor Shultz. More 
information can be found at the event’s facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/396626374003708/  
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